
General Information 
This is the first report of the 2018 Regular Legislative Session. The House and Senate held 
committee meetings this week which consisted of various bills. This report will focus on the 
legislative bills that were presented before various committees.  
 
Constitutional Revision Commission  
The CRC Education Committee is meeting on Friday, January 19th from 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.  The 
FADSS Conference is next week and I am going to need some of you to stay longer and testify 
at this meeting. 
 
For additional information, please click www.flcrc.gov. The Constitutional Revision 
Commission’s agenda is as follows:  
 

1.     P 32 by Donalds – Education, State Board of Education; School Districts; School 
Boards; State University System. – This proposal would eliminate salaries for school 
board members.  It was temporarily postponed in November.  

2.     P 25 by Plymale – Education, creates s. 8.  The proposal establishes a single college 
system comprised of all public community and state colleges.  A Statewide Board of 
Directors would be responsible for the management of the whole college system. 

3.     P 83 by Washington – Education, creates s. 8. The proposal establishes a single 
college system comprised of all public community and state colleges.  The State Board 
of Education would be responsible for the management of the whole college system. 

4.     P 44 by Washington – Education, State University System.  The proposal provides a 
minimum vote threshold required to be met by the board of trustees of a state university 
and the Board of Governors in order to implement any tuition or fee increase. 

5.     P 45 by Donalds – Education, Public Education.  The proposal inserts language 
providing that nothing may be construed to limit the legislature from making provision for 
other educational services that benefit the children and families of Florida that are in 
addition to the system of free public schools.  In addition, the requirement to provide a 
system of free public schools is expanded to require that such system must allow the 
opportunity for each student to obtain a high quality education. 

6.     P 89 by Washington – Education, Public Education.  The proposal provides that the 
purpose of the public education system is to develop the intellect of the state’s citizens, 
to contribute to the economy, to create an effective workforce, and to prepare students 
for a job.  Language is also added that it is the intent of the people to provide high quality 
and affordable postsecondary education opportunities. 

7.     P 71 by Donalds – Education, School Districts; School Boards.  The provision would 
authorize the legislature to create alternative process to authorize the establishment of 
charter schools within the state by general law. 

8.     P 93 by Martinez – Education, School Districts; School Boards; Charter Districts.  The 
provision authorizes any high-performing school district to choose, by a resolution of a 
majority of the school board or vote of the electors, to become a charter district.  The 
school board would remain the governing board of the charter district and the charter 
district would be exempt from all provisions of the Education Code in the same manner 
as charter schools. 

9.     P 4 by Martinez – Declaration of Rights, Religious Freedom.  The proposal repeals the 
“Blaine Amendment” or the provision that no public funds shall directly or indirectly aid 
any church, sect, or religious denomination. 

 
Senate Floor Action  
SB 436 by Sen. Galvano related to Education 
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The bill establishes the “Florida Excellence in Higher Education Act of 2018” to expand financial 
aid provisions and incentivize postsecondary institutions to emphasize ontime graduation. The 
bill also expands policy and funding options for state universities to recruit and retain exemplary 
faculty and enhance the quality of professional and graduate schools.  
  
The bill passed the full Senate and is now in House Messages.  The bill is a priority of the 
Senate President. 
 
SB 88 by Sen. Hukill related High School Graduation Requirement  
The bill requires students entering 9th grade in the 2018-2019 school year and thereafter to 
earn a separate one-half credit in personal financial literacy.  The number of required electives 
is reduced from eight to seven and one-half.  
  
The bill passed the full Senate and is now in House Messages.  The bill is a priority of Senator 
Hukill. 
 
Senate Committees 
Senate Governmental oversight and Accountability Committee 
SB 560 by Sen. Steube related to Public Meetings and Records/Imminent Litigation 
The bill expands an exemption from public meetings requirements to allow specified entities to 
meet in private with an attorney to discuss imminent litigation if certain conditions are met. The 
bill also requires the transcript of a private meeting concerning imminent litigation to be made 
public upon the occurrence of a certain circumstance.   
 
The bill passed the Senate Governmental oversight and Accountability Committee favorably. 
 
SB 750 by Sen. Perry related to Public Records 
The bill is identical to HB 273 reported above. The bill prohibits an agency that receives a 
request to inspect or copy a record from responding to such request by filing a civil action 
against the individual or entity making the request.  
  
The bill passed the Senate Government Oversight and Accountability committee favorably. 
 
House Floor Action 
HB 11 by Rep. Metz related to Government Accountability 
The bill amends various statutes pertaining to governmental accountability and auditing.  The 
bill requires the Commissioner of Education to notify the Legislative Auditing Committee of an 
entity’s failure to comply with certain auditing and financial reporting requirements.   
  
The bill passed the full House. 
 
HB 7003 by House Public Integrity & Ethics Committee related to Local Government 
Ethics 
The bill makes numerous changes to Florida’s Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees 
(Code) as it relates to local government officers, employees, and lobbyists.  The bill adds school 
districts to the list of governmental entities that must withhold salary-related payments from 
employees for failure to timely file a disclosure of financial interests.  
  
The bill passed the full House. 
 
HB 7 by Rep. Burton related to Local Government Fiscal Transparency 



The bill contains several elements intended to increase the fiscal transparency of local 
governments.   
 
The bill creates s. 218.803, F.S., providing that the purpose of the Act is to:  
 

       Promote the fiscal transparency of local governments in their use of public funds by 
creating additional requirements for public noticing of local government actions to 
increase taxes, enact new taxes, extend expiring taxes, or issue taxsupported debt and 
requiring that voting records of local government governing bodies related to such 
actions be easily and readily accessible by the public. 

 
The bill passed the full House. 
 
House Committees 
House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee  
HB 731 by Rep. Sullivan related to Home Education 
The bill:     

       clarifies the definition of “parent,” the home education registration process and the home 
education notice requirements;   

       authorizes school districts to provide a home education student access to career and 
technical courses and programs;  

       authorizes districts to offer industry certifications, national assessments and statewide, 
standardized assessments to home education students; 

       prohibits school superintendents from requiring evidence of a child’s age if the child 
meets regular attendance requirements by attending certain educational institutions or 
programs;  

       authorizes school superintendents to refer student nonenrollment cases to a child study 
team in order to conduct intervention services;  

       clarifies the court procedures and penalties for enforcement of compulsory school 
attendance; and   

       exempts a home education student from the grade point average requirement for 
admission to dual enrollment programs if the student meets the minimum score on a 
college placement test.  

  
The bill was amended in the House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee to restore current 
statutory language so participation in extracurricular activities at public schools, the acceptance 
requirements, and the residency requirements for home education students are consistent with 
traditional public school students.  
  
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee favorably as a committee 
substitute. 
 
House Appropriations Committee  
HB 7001 by Ways & Means Committee related to Supermajority vote for State Taxes and 
Fees 
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the state Constitution that would provide that no 
state tax or fee may be imposed, authorized, or raised by the legislature, or authorized by the 
legislature to be raised except through legislation approved by two-thirds of the membership of 
each house of the legislature. 
 



The joint resolution requires that any proposed state tax or fee imposition, authorization or 
increase must be contained in a separate bill that contains no other subject. The joint resolution 
also specifies that the proposed amendment does not authorize the imposition of any state tax 
or fee otherwise prohibited by the state Constitution, and does not apply to any tax or fee 
imposed by, or authorized to be imposed by, a county, municipality, school board, or special 
district.  
  
The amendment proposed in the joint resolution will take effect on January 8, 2019, if approved 
by sixty percent of the voters during the 2018 general election or earlier special election. The 
joint resolution is not subject to the governor’s veto powers.  
  
The bill passed the House Appropriations Committee favorably. 
 
House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee 
HB 63 by Rep. Edwards related to Students with Disabilities in Public Schools 
The bill relates to the restraint of students with disabilities in public schools. The bill removes the 
authority to seclude students.  
 
The bill provides definitions including:  “exclusionary time,” “imminent risk of serious injury or 
death,” “medical protective equipment,” “nonexclusionary time,” “restraint” which incorporates 
“mechanical restraint” and “physical restraint,” and “seclusion.”  The bill provides that physical 
restraint must only be used to protect the safety of students, school personnel, or others and 
may not be used for student discipline, etc.  Certain restraints are prohibited.  The bill specifies 
criteria for the use of “exclusionary and nonexclusionary time.”    
  
The bill requires continuing education and inservice training for teaching students with certain 
disabilities. School districts must report its procedures for training and the bill specifies what 
must be included in the training.  The bill provides for additional reporting requirements and rule 
development for school districts.    
  
The bill was amended in the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee to include prone or supine 
restraint under the section of prohibited physical restraint techniques.   
  
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee favorably as a committee substitute.  
 
HB 495 by Rep. Diaz related to School District Price Level Index 
The bill revises the instructional materials process; requiring district school boards to establish 
in rule a process by which parents and county residents may recommend instructional materials 
for consideration by district instructional materials reviewers. The bill requires that the 
instructional materials must, at a minimum, be aligned to the state standards. Such materials 
may be more rigorous than the state standards.    
  
The bill modifies the current review process and requires the SBE to adopt instructional 
materials at a specified meeting. The SBE must allow public comment on instructional materials 
at any meeting in which an adoption is considered. Instructional materials are not subject to 
public review procedures if the materials are found by the SBE to fully meet or be more rigorous 
than the state standards and comply with the adoption criteria and standards.  However, a 
district school board member may initiate the public review procedures before the instructional 
materials are adopted by the SBE if such board member has evidence that the materials do not 
meet the required criteria and standards.    
  



The bill authorizes that instructional materials allocation funds may be used for professional 
development and supplemental materials to support high-quality accurate instruction.  A school 
board does not have to provide a process for public review if the materials have been found to 
fully meet or be more rigorous than the state standards.    
  
The bill was amended in the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee to modify the requirement of 
virtual presentations to be posted on the DOE’s website for public access until the “evaluation 
period” closes; to include “development and ancillary materials” under instructional materials 
allocations that can be purchased; and to clarify that the public review procedures are to be 
adopted by the district school board, rather than the state board.  
  
The bill passed the House PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee favorably as a committee substitute. 
 
House Subcommittee on Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs  
HB 765 by Rep. Ingoglia related to Truth in Millage Notices 
The bill authorizes the property appraiser of each county to elect to post TRIM notices on the 
property appraiser’s website in lieu of providing notice by first-class mail. The property 
appraiser’s website must give taxpayers the option to receive an email notification within three 
business days after the most recent notice is posted. The bill requires the property appraisers 
electing to provide TRIM notices on their respective websites to mail a postcard to each 
taxpayer on the current year’s assessment roll for the first three years stating the web-based 
notice system is in operation, informing the taxpayer that TRIM notices are available online 
instead of being mailed, and that the taxpayer may sign up for an email notification. 
 
The bill passed the House Subcommittee on Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs favorably. 
 
HB 697 by Rep. Miller related to Impact Fees 
The bill makes technical changes to s. 163.31801, F.S. The bill prohibits a local government 
from collecting impact fees any earlier than the issuing of a building permit. The impact fee will 
be required to have a rational nexus both to the need for additional capital facilities and to the 
expenditure of funds collected and the benefits accruing to the new construction. Local 
governments will be required to designate the funds collected by the impact fees for acquiring 
the capital facilities to benefit the new residents. Finally, impact fees collected by a local 
government may not be used to pay existing debt or pay for prior approved projects unless such 
expenditure has a rational nexus to the impact generated by the new construction. 
 
The bill passed the House Subcommittee on Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs favorably. 
 
House Government Accountability Committee 
HB 273 by Rep. Rodrigues related to Public Records   
The bill prohibits an agency that receives a public record request to inspect or copy a record 
from responding to such request by filing a civil action against the individual or entity making the 
request. The bill passed the subcommittee on Oversight, Transparency & Administration 
favorably.   
  
The bill passed the House Government Accountability Committee favorably. 
 
I hope the information above is helpful. If you have any question or need additional information, 
please feel free to contact myself at (407) 317-3200 ext. 2002966 or Eileen Fernandez, 
Associate General Counsel at (407) 317-3411 ext. 2002945. 
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